Pardshaw Workcamp 2021
The Workcamp this year ran from 13th – 22nd August, and an enormous amount of
work got done! Accommodation for some was in tents in order to be covid-safe.
Here are some highlights…

Holes, pipes, tubes and planting…
A safe hatch entry to the Schoolroom loft area was created, made where part of the
ceiling came down some time ago. The roof timbers were treated with rot- and
worm-prevention chemicals. Pipe insulation was added to some sections of copper
water pipe in the schoolroom toilet.

The area by the main entrance door to the Meeting Rooms was cleared of weeds
and tree stumps, and the drainpipe relocated on the other side of the wall. This
area is now planted with daffodil bulbs and will also have snowdrop bulbs in due
course.

The ventilation unit for the Small Meeting Room was installed. An identical unit
has been in the Large Meeting Room for over a year, so now both rooms have
continuous very gentle background airflow to stop mould and damp.
Plaster and paint…
Attention was turned to the north wall of the Large Meeting Room, which had
damaged and unsafe plaster. Plaster has deteriorated in that room after roof and
guttering leaks which have now been repaired by local tradespeople. Two site
meetings were held with a local heritage plastering contractor; we will be working
on his advice and advice from the Conservation Officer. The walls to the kitchen
and sleeping areas were repainted. Lots of filling and painting was done on the
main building windows.

Wood looking good…
Quite a lot of the wood which was left around the burial ground following the tree
surgeon's work has been moved and chopped, and is now stacked elsewhere.

The wood store in stable block has been re-arranged with a lot of dry timber cut to
appropriate lengths. This wood will be used to heat the wood-burning stove so it
will be of direct benefit to visitors!

In the stables…
A solid ramp for the stable door entrance has been made to assist with
wheelbarrowing items in and out.

Let there be light...
Emergency lighting was extended into the stables.

‘Bat protectors’ have been designed and installed over the two washbasins in the
stable. They should solve the problem of bat droppings in the basins, and are
designed to be easily removable.
Checking out…
The Schoolroom floor was investigated and we can now confirm it is not integral
with any of the external walls.

Visitors
It is good to report that we had visitors dropping by during the course of the
workcamp who took an interest in Pardshaw.

Warmest congratulations to all involved on moving so many matters forward
so well. We hope they got some time for rest and enjoyment as well – it looks that
way…

